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THERMAL BELT OUTREACH MINISTRY GEARS UP FOR BACK-TO-SCHOOL SUPPLIES
Thermal Belt Outreach Ministry (TBOM) is gearing up for a “Back-To-School” drive.  As students return to school this year, many will be without the necessary school supplies essential for academic success.  Last year, more than 400 school children were provided with pencils, packs of paper, book bags, erasers, crayons, glue sticks, etc. thanks to the generosity of kind donors.
[bookmark: _GoBack]This year we expect the need to be even greater for children and families in crisis.  Michelle Reedy, Client Services Coordinator, stated “With over half of our county’s school children eligible to receive reduced or free lunch, we know that many of them will qualify for school supplies too.  Creating a level playing field for these youngsters to get off to a good start in school helps them feel good about themselves and encourages pride in doing their lessons well.   TBOM collects schools supplies throughout the year to stock each school supply closet, but particularly during the summer months in order to prepare for the coming school year.  If you would like to donate a new book bag or school supplies for children in need, you drop off your donation at Thermal Belt Outreach Ministry, 134 White Drive, Columbus NC, Monday – Friday 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.   For churches, organizations, families and individuals desiring to complete a Back-To-School drive on behalf of TBOM, please contact us at 828.894.2988.  
Current and Ongoing School Supply Needs
New Book Bags (all ages, but particularly Middle and High-School)
Wide ruled and college ruled paper
Pencils, pens, and mechanical pencils
Large and small erasers
Pencil boxes and pencil pouches
Colored pencils, markers and highlighters
Rulers, pencil sharpeners, and index cards
Crayons and dry erase markers
Glue sticks, composition books, and safety scissors
3-ring binders, notebook tab dividers, and pocket folders

Volunteers are always welcome to help pack and distribute supplies.  Please call for more information and ask for Michelle.  In addition, monetary donations are always needed and appreciated.  Give a gift to the TBOM Annual Fund and support TBOM in helping children and families in crisis.
As always, TBOM is grateful for your generosity.
